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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Please amend claim 17 of the above-referenced patent application as follows: 

17. (Amended) A method of identifying nucleic acid sequence differences with respect to a reference 
sequence comprising: 

a) cleaving a nucleic acid sample from one or more individuals with one or more 
sequence-specific cleavage agents to produce nucleic acid fragments , wherein the ends of only a subset 
of the fragments comprise sequences capable of b einp operativelv linked to a separation element ; 

b) operatively linking said subset of step (a) with [said] a separation element to produce linked 



c) separating said linked molecules to produce se parated molecules: and 

d) detecting one or more nucleic acid sequence differences with respect to a reference sequence 
in the members of said separated molecules of step (c) [with a method capable of detecting one or more 
nucleotide differences with respect to a reference sequence]. 



This preliminary amendment corrects a defect in antecedent basis in the claim as originally filed. 
Support for the language added to step (a) of claim 17 may be found at page 7, lines 7 and 8 of the 
specification. 
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